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MANUAL. 


PRINCIPLES OF ORGANIZATION. 


We regard the following fundamental principles of 
church polity as constituting the proper basis of church 
organization. ; 

1, Each congregation of Christians, organized into 
a society for the worship of God—Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost—and for the promotion of the ends of the 
kingdom of Christ, is a Christian church. 

2. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Head and supreme 
Law Giver of his church; and He has vested in each 
individual church, all proper ecclesiastical power for 
its own government and discipline, subordinate to his 
own authority. 

3. We recognize the rules and principles of the New 
Testament, as revealing the proper mode of church 
government and discipline. 

4. All who. belong to the spiritual fold of Christ, and 
evince that relation by a cordial and practical reception 
of the fundamental truths of the Gospel, are entited to 
a place in the church of Jesus Christ. 
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RULES AND BY-LAWS OF THE CHURCH. 

1. This church shall be called the Free Church uf 
Lena, and its government shall be Congregational. 

2. The officers of the church shall consist of a pas- 
tor, not less than two deacons, a clerk, three trustees, 
and atreasurer. It shall be the duty of the treasurer to 
keep an accurate account of all expenses, and to report 
at each annual meeting. 

The deacons shall hold their office for the term o 
four years, and the clerk and one trustee shall be 
elected annually. 

3. All stated meetings of the church shall be open 
for business, and at the request of any two members a 
special meeting shall be called. 

4, The annual meeting for the election of officers 
shall be on the third Wednesday of October. 

5. The administration of the gospel shall be sus- 
tained by voluntary contribution. 

6. Discipline for offences shall be pursued according 
to the rules found in the New Testament, especially 
as laid down by our Savior in the eighteenth chapter 
of Matthew. 

7. Persons offering themselves for admission to this 
church, shall give satisfactory evidence of Regenera- 
tion. If coming from another church, a certificate of 
good standing in said church, may be required. 

8. Any member in regular standing, wishing to leave 
this church and unite with some other church of Christ, 
shall, on application, receive a letter of dismission and 
recommendation, by vote of the church, certified by 


the pastor or clerk. 
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9. The pastor shall be a member of the church. 

10. Candidates for admission to this church who 
have not been baptized shall enjoy liberty of conscience 
as to the mode of its administration. 

11. The stated seasons of communion with this 
church shall be four annually, namely, on the first 
Sabbaths of January, April, July and October. 

12. Freedom of opinion, and liberty of speech shall 
be guaranteed to every member of this church, subject 
to such restraints only, as are, in the judgment of the 
church, imposed by the word of God. 

13. No intoxicating wine shall be used at the Lord’s 
Supper; nor shall any intoxicating liquor be used by 
the members as an article of drink or traffic. 


14. No person shall be admitted to the church, or 
allowed to remain in it, who either practices slavehold- 
iug, or is not earnestly and actively opposed to it; and 
while we invite to occasional communion all Chris- 
tians, who desire to unite with us in testimony against 
the unscriptural practice of receiving slaveholders inte 
the church of Christ, we will not imvite, either individ- 
uals or churches, who practice or apologize for slavery. 


15. This manual, together with such portions of the 
records as have not been made public, shall be read at 


~ Jeast once in three months. 


16. Any part of this manual may be altered or 
amended at any regular meeting of the church, by the 
vote of a majority of those present and voting, provided 
notice of the same shal] have been given, as early as 
the fourth Sabbath preceding such meeting. 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH. 


Foundation of Faith. 


Art. I. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments were written by the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit, and are the only infallible rule of 
Christian faith and practice. 2 Tim., 3: 16; 2 Pet., 
1: 21; Isa., 8: 20; Gal., 1; 8,9. 


Trinity. 

Arr. LL We believe that the Lord our God is one 
Lord, the Creator and Ruler of the universe ; and that 
He reveals himself to us in the Holy Scriptures as the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, each possess- 
ing all Divine perfections. Deut. 6: 4; Mat. 28: 19; 


1 John, 5; 7; 1 Cor. 8: & 
Depraviy. 

Arr. IIf. We believe in the fall of our first pa- 
rents, and the consequent entire apostacy, depravity, 
and lost condition of the human race. Rom,3: 9, 18; 
8: 7,8; 2Cor, 5: 14; Eph. 2: 8. 

Nature and Desert of Sin. 

Arr. 1V. We believe that all sin is transgression of 
the law of God, and deserves eternal death. Rom. 4: 
15; 1 John 3: 4; 5: 17; Gen. 2: 17; Rom. 6: 23; 
Mat. 25: 41, 46: Mark 9: 43: 2 Thess.1: 9. 

Atonement, or Ground of Salvation. 

Arr. V. We believe that the Son of God, through 
his incarnation, sufferings and death, made an ade- 
quate atonement for the sins of the whole world. John 
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3: 14, 17; 1 John, 2: 2; Acta 4: 12; L Tim. 2: 6. 
Condition of Salvation. 

Arr. VI. We believe that repentance towards God, 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, are the unchange- 
able and indispensable conditions of salvation. Mark 
6: 12; 16: 16; Acts3: 19; Luke 13: 3; John 3: 
36; 6: 40. 

Regeneration, 

Art. VII. We believe that regeneration is a change 
of heart from sin to h@liness, or from disobedience to 
obedience, effected by the agency of the Holy Spirit, 
through thetruth. Eph. 2: 4,5, 8,18; 6: 17; James 
L: 8; Titus3: 5; John1: 12, 13; 2 Cor.5: 17. 

Justification. 

Arr. VIIT. We believe that justification is an act 
of God, in which He graciously pardons, for Christ’s 
sake, the guilt of all the past sins of those who are 
truly regenerated, restoring them to his favor and fel- 
lowship, and to the prospect of eternal life. Rom, 3: 
22—25, 30; 5:1; 1 Cor. 6: 11; Eph. 1: 6, 7. 

Perpetuity and Ordinances of the Church. 

Art. IX. We believe in the unity and perpetuity 
ef the Christian church—in the observance of the 
Lord’s Day or Christian Sabbath, and in the use of 
the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and 
that it is the privilege of parents and heads of families, 
who are visibly in covenant with God, to bring their chil- 
dren, and all under their parental care, to the ordinance 
of Christian baptism, and their solemn duty to train 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
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Matt. 16: 18; Deut. 20: 8—11, compared with Matt. 5: 
17; 28: 19; 26: 26—29; 1 Cor. 11: 23, 26. 
Creation and Government. 


Art. X. We believe that God has made all things 
for his own glory, and we recognize Him as the Gover- 
nor of this world ; yet his government in no wise inter- 
feres with the free moral agency of man, nor with the 
use of means; but while all men, in their natural state, 
volustarily reject the gospel, God brings such as are 
saved, voluntarily to accept it ; and this He does by his 
providences, by the use of means, and by his truth, 
rendered efficacious by the power of the Holy Ghost. 
Gen. 1; Ex. 8: 32; Josh. 24: 15; Ps. 147: 8; Prov. 
16: 33; Dan. 4: 35; Jno. 1:3; Jno. 5: 40; Jno. I6: 


8; Eph. 2: 1; Rey. 4: 11. 


Perseverance. 

XI. We believe that, while the true disciples of 
Christ, if left to themselves, would be liable to fall 
away and dishonor the religion of Jesus by their sins, 
yet they may confident]: trust in the Divine promises, 
that they will be kept by the power of God, through 
faith unto salvation. 1 Cor. 9: 27; Phil. 1: 6; 1 
Pet. 1: 4, 5. 


Judgment and Final Destiny. 

Art. XI'. We believe in the resurrection of the 
dead ; and that a day is appointed in which the Lord 
Jesus will judge the world ; when the wicked will go 
away into everlasting punishment, and the righteous 
into life eternal. Matt. 25: 31-46; John 5: 28, 29; 
Acts 17 : 31; 2 Thess. 1: 7-10. 
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COVENANT, 


Thus presenting yourself (or selves) in the pres- 
ence of God, angels, and men, to unite with this 
church in holy consecration to God; you now sol- 
emnly declare that you have renounced all ungodli- 
ness and every worldy lust, and have commenced a 
lite of holiness—choosing the Lord Jehovah as your 
everlasting portion, and the interests of his kingdom 
as the end of your perpetual pursuit, You declare 
that you have heartily received the Lord Jesus Christ 
as your Savior from sin and hell—your Prophet, 
Priest and King ; and the Holy Spirit as your Sancti- 
fier, Comforter and Guide. You now covenant to ob- 
serve, during your future life, all the ordinances and 
institutions of the Gospel; to labor and seek, in all 
practicable ways, for your own sanctification and that 
of the church, and for the conversion of thé uncon- 
vert:d; to assemble with the people of God whenever 
you consistently can, on the Sabbath and during the 
week, at all stated and occasional meetings of the 
church, for the purposes of instruction and devotien, 
or for discipline ; to observe family and secret prayer, 
and to discharge all those duties by which God may 
be glorified and the religion of the Bible extended and 
established among men. You promise to engage in 
no pursuit which is inconsistent with your holy profes- 
sion ; to transact all your business on the principles of 
the law of love, and to regard your time, talents, prop- 
erty, reputation and influence, as sacredly and perpet- 
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ually devoted to God’s ploryv and man’s good Y 01 
s e =) 
Aliso promisé to respect all the rig and privile: 


’ ’ } 
all your fellow men, as sacredly as your own, in 


spective of all natural, educational or social differences 


and to watch over your brethren with Christian fidelits 


and tenderness, as heirs of the same grace, and chil- 
dren of the same Father. Finally, you promise to 
submit to the government and discipline which Christ 
has instituted in his church, and to endeavor to pro- 
mote our mutual edification in **whatsoever things are 
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things 
are lovely, and whatsoever things are of good report.’ 

All this, relying upon Divine aid, you now solemnly 
profess and engage ? 

[ The church will now (Tise and extend to you the 
Sollowing reciprocation Of] Covenant. | 

We therefore affectionately receive you into mem- 
bership with this church; we declare you entitled to 
all its privileges—welcome you to’ fellowship with us 
in all the labors and blessinys, the trials and rewards 
of the Gospel; we promise to watch over you in love, 
to seek your edification, and to aid you in your Chris- 
tian course. The Lord bless you and keep you ; and 
may your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved 


blameless until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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larger seriesZf Tracts, and especially to increase the number of Sabbath School Books: 


so that Sabbath Schools may be furnished with a Chris‘ian Anti-Slavery Literature, in 
connection with other subjects, without unnecessary delay. 

As at the late annual election there was some change in the Officers (though not in 
the Principals) of the Society, it may be satisfactory to give them:% They are as follows 


Y 
President : i> 


Rev. JOHN RANKIN, Ripley, 0- 


Vice Presidents : 
A. A. GUTHRIE, Esq., Putnam, 0O.; 
Rev. G. W. PERKINS, Chicago, [1]; 
Rev. E. GOODMAN, a os 
Rev. J. BLANCHARD, Galesburgh, I11; 
Rev. J. A. THOME, Cleveland, O.; 
tev. C. B. BOYNTON, Cincinnati, 0. 


Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer: 
Dr. GEORGE L. WEED. 


wa we Secretary : 
A. 8. MERRILL. 


Directors: 


Rev. H. M- STORRS, Conorecaatronat, Dr. J. P. WALKER, 
Pror. M. STONE, Bartist THeo. Sem’y, WM. LEE, 

Rev. H. BUSHNELL, ConereGcaTionat, A. E. D. TWEED, 
Rev. R. H. POLLOCK, Assocrate Pressyt’x, A. 8. MERRILL. 
Rev. J. J. BLAISDELL, Presspyrerray, G. 8. STEARNS, 
LEVI COFFIN, Frienp, 8. C. FOSTER, 

In this Board of Directors, the active friends of Freedom and Reform, and all others 
have a guaranty that the funds contributed will be judiciously expended, and the Society, 
now in a prosperous condition, will go forward, adding to its Tracts, Books, and Stereo- 
type Plates, and its influence for good spread throughout the land. | 

This will be accomplished just in accordance with the amount of funds received ; and 
contributors should recollect that the free-will offering, enclosed and sent by mail, will 
accomplish more than the same sum called for by an Agent. 

The “* Society Record ” will hereafter be published monthly, and sent Free to all contri- 


butors and friends who will send us their address. ) 


GEO. L. WEED, Corresponding Secretafy and Treasurer. 


) 
| 
| 


Office and Depository of the A.merican Tract and Book "a 
No. 28 West Fourth Street. 
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OFFICE AND DEPOSITORY 


OF THE 


American Heform Oract and Book Society, 


No. 28 WEST FOURTH STREET. 


_ -_ 
———— _ 


Cincinnati, Wovember 1, 1855. 


Tae American Rerorm Tract AND Book Society, it is believed, is the offspring of ne- 
cessity, brought into existence to fill a vacuum left unoccupied by most other Publishing 
Boards and Institutions —its object being to publish such Tracts and Books as are 
necessary to awaken a decided, though healthful, agitation on the great questions of 
Freedom and Slavery. This is its primary object, though its constitution covers the 
broad ground of “ promulgating the doctrines of the Refurmation, to point out the appli- 
cation of the principles of Christianity to every known sin, to show the sufficiency and 
adaptation of those principles, to remove all the evils of the world, and bring on a form 
of society in accordance with the Gospel of Christ ” To spread these principles of the Soci- 
ety broadcast over the land, it was at first thought a weekly newspaper was indispensable, 
and the Christian Press was sent abroad, as on the wings of the wind, and we doubt not 
has done its mission for good, But, as funds were not furnished in sufficient amount 
to carry on a weekly issue, and add to the number of Tracts and Books demanded, a 
year since, the Press was reduced in size, and issued only monthly. This change in 
policy has enabled the Society to relieve itself of a debt which, a year since, threatened 
its existence, and to add to the number of Tracts and Books, and, at the late annual 
meeting, to show assets, in Stereotype Plates, Books, and Tracts, to amount of over 
$2,500, including $1,184, in cash, on hand, and clear of liabilities. This favorable 
change in the affairs of the Society, itis hoped will restore confidence, and lead the 
active friends of Freedom and Reform to come forward in voluntary co-operation with the 
Directors, and add largely to our number of Tracts and Books, and to commission Col- 
porteurs. 

The offer of $100 for the best manuscript for an Anti-Slavery 8, 8. Book has brought 


to our hands forty-two competitors, and, although the prize will be awarded to but 
one, there are a number worthy of publication; and we feel that, in this way, many 


useful books will be added to our list, if the means for publishing are provided, Besides 
these competitors,” we have other manuscripts for Tracts and Books, which we wish 


to publish without delay. 
It is the aim of the present Directors to use all possible economy, and bring out a 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION. 


~~ ™ 


Art. [. This Society shall be called “THe AMeaican Misstonary AssoctaTioyx.” 


Art. II. The object of this Society shall be to send the Gospel to those portions of our own and” 
other countries which are destitute of it, or which present open and urgent fields of effort. . 7 


v4 
Art. III. Any person of evangelical sentiments,* who professes faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
is not a slaveholder, or in the practice of other immoralities, and who contributes to the funds, njay 
become a member of the Society , and by the payment of thirty dollars, alife-member; provided that 
children and youth, who have not professed their faith, may be constituted life-members withdut the 
privilege of vuting. 


Art. IV. This Society shall meet annually, in the month of September, for the election of officers, > 
and the transaction of other business, at such time and place as shall be designated by the Executive 
Comm. ttee. : 


Art. V. The annual meeting shall be constituted of the regular officers and members of the Sdciety.~ 
at the time of such meeting, and of delegates from churches, local missionary societies and other co- 
operating bodies—Each body being entitied to one representative, 


Aart. VI. The officers of the Society shall be a President, Vice-Presidents, a Recording Secretary , 
two Corresponding Secretaries, a Treasurer, two Auditors, and an Executive Committee of twelve, 
of which the Corresponding Secretaries and the Treasurer shall be ex-officio members. 


ArT. VII. To the Executive Committee shall belong the collecting and disbursing of funds; the 
appointing, counselling, sustaining, and dismissing (for just and sufficient reasons) missionaries and 
agents; the selecting of missionary fields; and, in general. the transaction of all such business as 
usually appertains to the executive committees of Missionary and other Benevolent Societies; the 
Committee to exercise no ecclesiastical jurisdiction over the missionaries; and its doings to be sub- 
ject always to the revision of the annual meeting, which, by a reference mutually chusen, and whose 
decision shall be final, shall always entertain the complaints of any aggrieved agent or missionary. 

The Executive Committee shall have authority to fill all vacaucies occurring among the officers 
between the regular annual meetings, to apply, if they see fit, to any State Legislature tor any act of 
incorporation ; to fix the compensation, where any is given of ali officers, agents, missionaries or 
others in the employment of the Society ; to make provision if any, for disabled missionaries, and for 
the widows and children of such as are deceased, and to call in ail parts of the country, in their dis- 
cretion, special and genera! conventions of the friends of missions, with a view to the diffusion of the 
missionary spirit, and the general and vigorous promotion of the missionary work. 

Five members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum for transacting business. 


ArT, VIII. This Society, in collecting funds, in appointing officers, agents and missionaries, and in 
selecting fields of labor, and conducting the missionary work, will endeavor particularly to discounte- 
nance siavery, by refusing to receive the known fruits of unrequited labor, or to welcome to its em- 
ployment those who hold their fellow beings as slaves. 


Art IX. Churches and other local Missionary bodies, agreeing to the principles of this Society, and 
wishing to appoint and sustain Missionaries of their own, shall be entitled todo so through the 
agency of the Executive Committee, on terms mutually agreed upon. 

Art. X. No amendments shall be made in this Constitution without the concurrence of two-thirds 
of the members present at a regular annual meeting; nor unless the proposed amendment has been 
submitted to the previous meeting,or to the li xecutive Comunittee in season to be published by them 
(as it shall be their duty to do if so submitted) in the regular official notification of the meeting. 


——_~e @ o—_—_- 


OFFICERS. 


President. 
Hon. LAWRENCE BRAINERD, Vt. 
Vice-Presidents. 

+ Hon. WM. JACKSON, Mass. Rev. DAVID THURSTON, Mainz, 
Rev. SAMUEL E. CORNISH, New York, Pror. C. D. CLEVELAND, PEnn. 

F. D. PARISH, Esq., Onto. Rev. JONATHAN BLANCHARD, Itt. 
Cor. Sec. for Foreign Department. Cor. Sec. for the Home Department. 
Rev. GEORGE WHIPPLE, New York. Rev. 8. S. JOCELYN, New York. 
LEWIS TAPPAN, Treasurer. Rev. HENRY BELDEN, Agss’t T'reas. 


* By evangelical sentiments we understand among others, a belief in the guilty and lost condition 
ofall men without a Savior; the Supreme Deity, Incarnation and Atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ, 
the only Savior of the world ; the necessity of regeneration by the Holy Spiritg Repentance, Faith 


and holy obedience, in order to salvation; the immortality of the soul, and the retributions of 
the Juagment, in the eternal punishment of the wicked, and salvation of the righteous. 


+t Deceased, 


* ae ey 

gt META Last : : 
Atel btb ¢ ” cleer linn. C.-M 
Hooms of the American Alissionary Association, 

4 48 Berman Bhad, Rew Yoh, Maced W™>88G 


Dear FRIEND: 

= We wish to save to the Treasury as much as possible by soliciting the 
gratuitous services of friends of the cause. Although, in some instances, traveling agents 
must be employed, to present the objects and claims of the Association, we must, as a 
7 general rule, depend upon the gratuitous aid of some devoted and active friend in each town, 
for the circulation of our publications, the collection of funds, and the general promotion of 
the cause. Believing that you feel a deep interest in the principles and success of the Asso- 
ciation, will you act as agent in your place’ In the expectation that you will, | send youa 
list of the names of all to whom the American Misstonary is regularly sent in your town. 

Will you please see, 

|. That the papers are regularly taken from the Post Office. 


2. That information is given to us of the death or removal of any to whom the paper is 
sent; of the P. O. address of every friend of the Association who moves away; and 
when, for any reason, the paper should be discontinued. 


3. That we have the names of thuse in your place, to whom the paper could be advanta- 
geously sent. Our rule is to send it gratuitously to all persens whe are recom- 
mended, and who will receive and read it, and pay the postage, and to discontinue it 
ashen the person to whom it is sent does not evince an appreciation of the cause, 

by subscribing to the funds, at least, once a year. 

'. That each person who receives the paper is solicited once a year, or oftener, at your 
discretion, to contribute to the funds of the Association; that efforts are made to 
obtain for it a share of the contributions at Monthly Concerts; and that the money 
given, be forwarded to us from time to time. We hope that extracts from our 
paper will be read at the Monthly Concerts. 


Thirty dollars contributed at one time, or within one year, constitutes a Life-Member. An 
engraved certificate will be forwarded by mail, to every such donor. 

The happiest results have often followed theloan of the paper to opponents. You can 

¢ be supplied with extra copies for that purpose, or we will send them from the office. 

We hope it will not be long before an Auxitiary is formed at your place, as good results 
are likely to follow puch associated efforts. Where there is not a sufficient number to form 
an Auxiliary, a few persons could unite as a voluntary committee to secure the objects of 
the Association ; and if one person in each School District could be on such a committee, 
much good might be accomplished. 


The postage, paid in advance, is only three cents a year, within this State, amd six cents out 
of this State 
Yours, truly, 
LEWIS TAPPAN, 
TREASURER. 
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